SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 2002

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio 
League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news 
bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in 
Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za 
and on packet bulletin boards.

SARL news invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to 
amateurs to sarlnews@hotmail.com not later than the Thursday preceding the 
bulletin date.  It would be appreciated if you could do it in both English and 
Afrikaans.

In the news today:

70-CM BAND UNDER THREAT AT WRC-03

STATION WITH INTERESTING CALLSIGN ACTIVE FROM SUDAN

OCTOBER RA EXAM NUMBERS

2003 ARRL HANDBOOK

6-METRE DXCC/VUCC

Stay tuned for more details on these and other news items.

You are tuned to ZS6SRL.  Visit the SARL Website or call the SARL office which 
is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to 
join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities.

The news follows in detail:

70-CM BAND UNDER THREAT AT WRC-03

It has come to the attention of the SARL that the threat to the 70-cm band is 
once again very real.  The SARL has just received a discussion paper which will 
be tabled at the World Radio Conference next year (WRC-03) which directly 
targets the portion of 432 to 438 MHz for exclusive use by the planned Earth 
Exploration Satellite Service (EESS) due to be launched soon.  If this proposal 
is carried at the World Radio Conference next year it will see this portion of 
spectrum allocated on a worldwide basis and this spells the death knell of all 
70-cm operation.

The SARL is engaged in urgent talks with the SA regulatory body, ICASA, and 
other interested parties to try and convince them that this would be a severe 
blow to amateur radio in South Africa.  The section of the proposal and the 
motivation is as follows:

Agenda Item 1.38: 'to consider provision of up to 6 MHz of frequency spectrum to 
the Earth exploration-satellite service (active) in the frequency band 420-470 
MHz, in accordance with Resolution 727 (Rev. WRC-2000).'

Background.
According to the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
(UNCED), Rio de Janeiro, 1992, there is an urgent need for assessment and 
systematic observations of forest cover and rate of forest degradation in 
tropical and temperate regions.  Active space borne sensors (Synthetic Aperture 
Radars (SARs) are needed to enable the monitoring of forest biomass.  Systems 
operating on frequencies around 450 MHz can penetrate the canopy of forests, and 
have the capability to determine the ground-trunk interaction and are in the 
context of forest cover information of particular importance.  Systems operating 
at 1,3 GHz, or higher frequencies cannot penetrate the canopy; optical systems 
are not adequate due to frequent cloud cover and inability to detect biomass.  
The spectrum around 450 MHz is also optimal for monitoring of continental ice 
and for monitoring of vegetation and soil surfaces for desert and tropical 
areas.

Impact on South Africa.
In South Africa the band 450 - 470 MHz is extensively used for Mobile and fixed 
services.  Protection of these services should be ensured.

Draft CPM Report Text.
The draft CPM text proposes the following methods to address this agenda item.
Method A:
Allocation to EESS (active) with operational and technical regulatory 
constraints.
Two options can be considered for Method A.  One indicates an exact band inside 
the range 420 - 470 MHz, the other does not indicate an exact band but leaves it 
to the WRC-03 to identify the band.

Option A1.
Allocate the band 432-438 MHz to EESS (active), based on the technical and 
operational constraints contained in DRR ITU-R SA.1260.
Option A2.
Allocate 6 MHz to EESS (active) within the range 420-470 MHz, based on the 
technical and operational constraints contained in DRR ITU-R SA.1260.

Method B.
Make no allocation to EESS (active) in the range 420-470 MHz.

The synthetic aperture radars mentioned in the proposal are extremely high power 
transmitters directed towards the earth and the signal strength to be expected 
will be approx S9+60dB using a hand-held UHF radio.  The nature of the signal is 
that it will be spread over a 6 MHz band and effectively will prevent normal 
terrestrial signals from being heard.

The SARL needs to make a strong case as to why the SA delegation to World Radio 
Conference in 2003 should oppose this proposal.  Having a strong membership base 
makes this a more viable task.  Never before has the SARL needed as many 
amateurs as possible to join and illustrate to the regulatory authority that 
strength lies in numbers.

STATION WITH INTERESTING CALLSIGN ACTIVE FROM SUDAN

William, ZS5WC, has notified SARLnews that he is active under callsign ST0F 
(Sierra Tango Zero Foxtrot) from the Sudan.  William says that he is active on 
15 metres as his time permits.  The equipment used is a very old Yaesu FT-7B 
running between 20-30 watts into a vertical 15-m loop, or a wire moxon facing 
south - for the benefit of South African hams.  Look out for ST0F around 21,300 
MHz or 21,155 MHz.  QSL to ZS5WC via the bureau.

2003 ARRL HANDBOOK

An order has been placed with the ARRL for a limited number of copies of the 
2003 ARRL Handbook.  The Handbook should be in South Africa by the beginning of 
November 2002.  As soon as the order details have been finalised the price per 
book will be given.  Phone Debbie at 011 675 2393 and reserve your copy of the 
2003 ARRL Handbook.

SARL VHF/UHF CONTEST

There are still a few hours left of the second leg of the SARL VHF/UHF Contest, 
which ends at 12:00 this afternoon.  The address for your correctly completed 
log summaries and log sheets is John Fielding, PO Box 256, Monteseel MCP, 3670 
or by e-mail to johnf@futurenet.co.za.  Please do not use any other address. 

OCTOBER RA EXAM NUMBERS

A total of 109 candidates have registered for the RAE that will be written on 
Thursday 17 October.  The examination numbers will be mailed to candidates soon 
but the numbers are already available on the SARL website at www.sarl.org.za.  A 
list of examination centres also appears on the web site.

Candidates are requested to ensure that they know the physical address of their 
examination centre.

RADIO ZS

The Editor of Radio ZS wishes to inform all that the September/October issue is 
now being printed and will be mailed before the last day of September.  This 
issue of Radio ZS wIll be mailed only to paid-up members of the SARL.  If you do 
not receive a copy of this issue, please check your membership status with 
Debbie at the National Amateur Radio Centre.  The Editor would also like to 
remind all contributors and intended contributors that the deadline for the 
November/December issue will be the 31st of October.

SAATI AGM

The Annual General Meeting of SAATI will be held on Monday 30 September at at 
220:00 at the clubhouse of the Pretoria Amateur Radio Club, situated on the 
south campus of Pretoria University.  An invitation is extended to all amateurs 
interested in digital communications.

6-METRE DXCC/VUCC

Barry ZR6DXB is in the process of setting up a 6-Metre DXCC/VUCC table for ZS 
operators on his webpage.  Barry requires the input of all local operators and 
the following can be forwarded to him at zr6dxb@mweb.co.za:
 
1. Countries worked / Countries Confirmed;
2. Grids Worked / Grids Confirmed;
3. Your grid locator.

The table will appear on Barry's website at www.qsl.net/zr6dxb by next weekend.

This brings us to the end of this week's news bulletin which was compiled by 
Dennis ZS4BS and read by..........from .......as a service to radio amateurs, 
short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 21560, 
9750 and 7082 kHz and 145,625MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban and 145,750 
MHz in the Pretoria area.  A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 20:00 
CAT on 3215 kHz.  Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI.

Also join the SARL President's net, which is on the air at noon on Sundays on 
7082 kHz.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us.  Also a big word of 
thanks to those persons supplying news for these bulletins and the amateurs who 
relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone.

/EX